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Coverage of: 

 2016 Fall Conference  
 November 5, 2016 
 Paul K. Cousino High School, Warren, MI 
 Pre-registration open, SCHECH info, program highlights available 
online 

 In Memoriam: Paul Klozik 
 Member Benefits 

 MDSTA grants and awards info 

 Science Writing  
 Articles, Science Surfing, News, Links to science orgs and 

Opinions 

 

 Wanted: Articles  

 Wanted: Seasonal Science Pictures 

 Wanted: MDSTA Board Members at Large and 
Teacher Organizations Liaisons  

 

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the professional growth of teachers 
of science at all levels and to improve the quality of science education  

in the Metropolitan Detroit area. (MDSTA bylaws).  Founded 1941 

www.mdsta.org 
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Join your fellow educators on November 5, 2016, for the 2016 joint science and math conference, this year again at 
Paul K. Cousino High School, on 30333 Hoover Road, in Warren, MI 48093, between 7:30 AM and 3:30 PM 

For more information go to www.mdsta.org or www.dactm.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Sponsors: Texas Instruments, Houghton-Mifflin-Harcourt, Pearson 
Education, Lawrence Tech University, Delta Education/FOSS, Amplify 
Learning, ETA Hand 2 Mind, and Randahl Agency - MEEMIC Insurance 
If you are interested in being an exhibitor, sponsor or both contact: 
mdsta.exhibits@gmail.com  

2016 JOINT SCIENCE AND MATH 
CONFERENCE 
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Sample Sessions (Complete listing & 
descriptions on websites) 
 
For more information go to www.mdsta.org or 
www.dactm.org 
 
 
TPT: Navigating Teachers Pay Teachers 

Graphic Organizers and Foldables 

Review several iPad applications for creating interactive video 

recordings for a blended classroom. 

Does an iPhone make you smarter? EVERYDATA™: 

Understanding the Misinformation in the Little Data You 

Consume Every Day 

Innovation in Math Formative Assessment (Really Cool Quiz 

Ideas) 

Learn how to incorporate rich math tasks into your curriculum, 

with an eye on the standards. 

Got Gravity? A Middle School Investigation of Forces and 

Interactions 

Struggling with the New Michigan Science Standards? 

Students with Autism in YOUR classroom? Hear about the 

latest. 

Fundamental concepts of magnetic and electromagnetic fields 

 

 

 

 

 
Announcements: 
 

 Over 100 sessions and workshops on science, math, 
and technology topics (sessions last one hour and 
workshops are 1hour 20 minutes).  There is no additional 
charge for workshops but attendance may be limited. 

 NEW!!! Un-conference: those interested will gather 
to determine the day’s topics at 7:45 a.m. in a designated 
room. Instead of passive listening, all attendees are 
encouraged to become participants with discussion leaders 
as moderators. All are encouraged to share formal or 
informal topic talks. Join in for all or part of your day. 
Moderated by Desiree Harrison 

 NEW!!! Conference-within-a-conference:  This 
opportunity is for district decision makers (administrators) 
to meet with exhibitors and hear special presentations. 
This 2-hour conference-within-a-conference is a free 
invitation-only event. If interested, contact 
shawna.veit@oakland.k12.mi.us 

 Largest science-math Expo in the state (in gym, opens 
at 8:00AM) 

 Redesigned raffle through the day.  Raffle winners 
will be chosen throughout the day and notified via text 
with Remind (see conference program in your bag for 
instructions on how to log in). 

 Highly rated catered lunch 

 SCECHs (SB-CEUs) - see next page for details and 
announcements 

 Check coats and bags free in Room 83 

 New/gently used teacher materials inexpensive/free 
offered. 

 Online pre-registration (you will also receive a gift): 
(ends October 29, 2016): On-Line Registration  

 On-site registration available starting 7:00 am.  There 
is an addition $10.00 fee for on-site registration 
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SCECH Information  

All participants wishing to earn SCECH's must sign-
in at the SCECH table by 8:00am and cannot sign 
out until 3:30pm in order to earn SCECH's. The cost 
is $10. Participants must also have their PIC 
number.  For help locating your PIC number see: PIC 
Information    

 

SCECH passport for receiving SCECH's: 2016 
Passport (Copies can be downloaded from the web 
page, will be available on site, and the document is 
attached at the end of this letter) 
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A Word from MDSTA President 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

I hope your school year is shaping up to be a good year. 

Well it's that time again for the MDSTA and DACTM (Metropolitan Detroit Science Teachers Association and Detroit Area 

Council of Teachers of Mathematics) Fall Conference held this year at Paul K. Cousino high school on November 5, 
2016. The address is 30333 Hoover Rd, Warren, Michigan 48093. The cost for attending the conference is very reasonable 
and the selection of presentations and workshops will offer interesting topics for all participants. Some of the advantages of 
attending: renewal or becoming a member of MDSTA (as a member you may apply for mini grants), great exhibits, free/ 
inexpensive classroom supplies, merchandise, administrators mini-conferences, fantastic presenters, SCECHs and a raffle 
throughout the day. 

Sincerely,  

Cassandra Cayce 
2015-2016 MDSTA President 
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In Memoriam  
PAUL KLOZIK 

Paul Klozik, 87, passed away Sunday, Sept. 
4, 2016, after living a life full of vitality and 
conviction.  
Born July 10, 1929, in Clarksburg, W.V., 
Paul Anthony Klozik was the son of Ignac C. 
and Mary (Pirok) Klozik, and youngest 
brother of Gertrude Wenglikowski, 
Angeline Berge and Martin.  
[…] He had a 45-plus year career as a bowtie 
wearing science and mathematics educator, 
teacher and peer who inspired students and 
teachers alike, igniting a passion for science 
in his students.  
Paul Klozik (and his long-term collaborator, Dr. Michael Suckley), was awarded the 2015 Ellen Daniel-Jones 
Distinguished Service Award. 
Mr. Paul A. Klozik had teaching experience at the high school level, community college and was a workshop 
leader. Introduced and promoted Science Olympics at Sterling Heights high school. Developed and taught courses 
that are interrelated between physics, mathematics, environmental science, computers, research, and IDS.  
 
Obituary partly retrieved from:  Paul Klozik  

Ellen Daniel-Jones Distinguished 
Service Award by Pamela Callaway 
 
A devotion to children and learning… those words describe this 
phenomenal woman.  She was extremely dedicated to education 
and professional in all her endeavors.  Ellen Daniel-Jones (1942-
2007) began her teaching career in the Detroit Public Schools 
System as a teacher in 1964, teaching in elementary and high 
school before leaving the classroom.   She served as a science 
department head in 1987, and moved into the position of Science 
Curriculum Supervisor in 1994 where she continued to serve until 
her untimely passing.   
Ellen prized learning.  As a student at the Alger Elementary 
School, her love for science and mathematics were nurtured and 
developed.  Ellen matriculated through the Detroit Public 
Schools, graduating in 1960 from Northwestern High School.  
Ellen’s love for learning continued in college, where she received 
her Bachelor of Science degree from Michigan State University 
in 1964 and a Master of Education degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1976.   
If you knew Ellen, you were keenly aware of her dedication, love, 
and untiring efforts to remain at the forefront of emerging 
techniques to provide the very best in classroom instruction for 
the students of the Detroit Public Schools.  Ellen attended 
conferences and workshops across the state. She was passionate 
about education, devoting more than 40 years to the Detroit Public 
Schools.  She mentored teachers in other districts.  In 2004, she 
was presented with the MDSTA “Distinguished Service Award” 
in recognition of her outstanding and selfless devotion to the 
association, where she also served as Executive Secretary.  She 
also enjoyed memberships in the Michigan Science Teachers 
Association and the National Science Teachers Association.   
The Metropolitan Detroit Science Teachers Association 
recognizes the values, dedication and leadership of teachers who 
exhibit these qualities by awarding “The Ellen Daniel-Jones 
Distinguished Service Award”, in honor of this phenomenal 
woman. 
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Membership Benefits 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply for the MDSTA-Mini Grants:   

There are up to six mini-grants awarded annually based on applications.  Mini-

grant requests for up to $500.  

 

Nominate teachers for the MDSTA Outstanding Educator Award 

 

Nominate an educator for the Ellen Daniel-Jones Distinguished Service 

Award:   

The qualifications for the Ellen Daniel-Jones Distinguished Service Award are 

leadership, service, and exemplary teaching for over 15 years.   

 
 
 
Visit our site mdsta.org and follow the Grants/Awards tab or click on:  
https://mdsta.wildapricot.org/Grants/Award 

  

Receive discounts to MDSTA conferences and workshops 

General membership meeting in May 

Receive e-blasts and e-newsletters 

li ibl f h ($ 00) i i
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Busy Hands and Minds at Work 
with Science 
by Connie Eisenhart 
 
What is going on in SCIENCE!?   All of our students brought science to 
life with busy hands and minds, doing science labs.   The kindergarten 
students experienced the effect of force through pushing and pulling 
objects in a wagon.  Other students blew bubbles, learning about the 
different forms of matter (Solid, Liquid, and Gas).  Still, other classes 
created a machine for Francine’s Famous Flea Circus.  There are many 
more science activities that have stimulated the students’ inquisitive 
minds, incited their curiosity, and engaged them in hands on learning.  
These lab activities are all wonderful experiences.  In order to meet our 
goals in science, we need to promote growth and sustain diversity.  The 
way to do this is clear--- HANDS ON LEARNING! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Connie Eisenhart is a science teacher at Guardian Angels 
Academy and the treasurer of the MDSTA Board of 
Directors.  Contact Ms. Eisenhart at: 
 eisieinsect9@yahoo.com 

  

WANTED: 
Articles for 
Upcoming 

MDSTA 
Newsletters 

The Metropolitan Detroit 
Science Teachers 

Association wants to 
publish your articles in an 

upcoming issue of the 
newsletter.  We are 

interested in articles on 
various science and 

education topics that are 
appropriate for the Pre-K-

12 classroom.  Your 
favorite lessons, updates 

to websites for teachers or 
interactive lessons, 

conference participation 
and cool ideas for reading 
are just the beginning.  Let 

us know of upcoming 
events and we will share 

with the community! 

Send articles to 
newsletter editor 

Valentina Tobos at 
vtobos@ltu.edu 
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Educator Evaluation Effectiveness Ratings  
Now available in the Michigan Online Educator Certification System (MOECS) 
The new educator evaluation law ties some certificate renewals and progressions to educator effectiveness ratings 
reported to the state by employing schools.  For more information on how ratings are connected to certificates, please 
review the Action Required to Ensure Your State Evaluation Data is Accurate for Certificate Progression and Renewal 
document. View it as a Web page 
 Go to MOECS to view any ratings you may have in the system today! 
The Secure Central Registry (SCR) has merged with the Michigan Online Educator Certification System (MOECS).  The 
website is www.michigan.gov/moecs   Please bookmark this site for future reference.  
Your PIC (Personal Identification Code) is mandatory for earning SCECHs.   
New procedures 
For the most up-to-date information on SCECHs, visit our website at http://www.misd.net/scech/index.html  Any changes 
and updates to SCECHs and MOECS will be posted there, so be sure to check back often. 
 
 

Project MiSTAR – NGSS Aligned Science Units 
Are you a 6-8 teacher and looking for NGSS aligned units to teach our new Michigan Science Standards? Have you gone 
through professional learning to understanding these huge shifts in science instruction that are a part of our new 
standards? If so, you may be interested in checking out the MISTAR project (please see attached pdf documents for more 
information and a sample lesson). 
Michigan Tech University has been creating MS units in a project called MISTAR http://mi-star.mtu.edu/ . You can 
access a draft lesson at http://mi-star.mtu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/7.3_L5LessonPlan-web.pdf or it is also 
attached. 
This is a draft unit and you must have a good understanding of 3 dimensional learning to utilize and evaluate… but the 
attached one is available to anyone now. All the units will be released for free in the future. 
The unit sequencing chart is attached. It shows all the units being developed and all the Performance Expectations for 
each unit. 
 
 

Project Phenomenal Science – NGSS Aligned Science Units 
Are you a K-5 teacher and looking for NGSS aligned units to teach our new Michigan Science Standards? Have you gone 
through professional learning to understanding these huge shifts in science instruction that are a part of our new standards? 
If so, you may be interested in checking out Phenomenal Science (please see attached pdf for more information).  
Central Michigan University has been creating elementary units in a project called Phenomenal Science. You can access 
the draft units at http://lor.mivu.org/phenomenal-science (scroll down to the bottom of the phenomenal science webpage 
and click on your grade level). These are draft units and you must have a good understanding of 3 dimensional learning to 
utilize and evaluate… but they are available to anyone now. Please be aware that they are being reviewed continually and 
may be revised as you read this. 
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Are you interested in being more involved in this project? 
•       Still adding more field testing teachers / schools / 
districts 
•       Hosting a Focus group / review session 
•       Looking for Reviewers 
  

Contact Info: 
Darcy Mcmahon, mcmah1ds@cmich.edu  
989-615-4372 
Matt Samocki, samoc1mj@cmich.edu 
989-430-1886  
 
 
 
 
 

13 Michigan Schools Win National Blue Ribbon Recognition 
This year’s schools in Michigan are:  

 Deerfield Elementary School, Avondale School District 
 Dodson Elementary School, Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
 Gaines Elementary School, Swartz Creek Community Schools 
 Griffin Elementary School, Grand Haven Area Public Schools 
 Kingsley Area Elementary School, Kingsley Area Schools 
 Lakeside School, East Grand Rapids Public Schools 
 Lessenger Elementary School, Lamphere Public Schools 
 Marshall Elementary School, Byron Center Public Schools 
 Okemos Public Montessori-Central, Okemos Public Schools 
 South Elementary School, Hudsonville Public School District 
 Stevens T. Mason Elementary School, Grosse Pointe Public Schools 
 Vera Ralya Elementary School, Haslett Public Schools 
 Schroeder Elementary School, Troy School District 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140--394457--,00.html 
 
 

MDE Launches Campaign to Recognize and Celebrate Michigan Educators 
The Michigan Department of Education today launched a multi-media campaign to recognize and celebrate the great work 
being done by Michigan educators. The campaign is called “Proud Michigan Educator.” 
To participate, Like/Follow MDE on social media: 

Facebook: @MichDeptEd 
Twitter: @MIEducation 
Youtube: @MDE 

Like, share, and comment on the videos throughout the year. Use #proudMIeducator to celebrate the work of Proud 
Michigan Educators.  For more information, go to:  
www.michigan.gov/proudmieducator 
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Science Surfing by Marilyn Rands  

 
2017 August 21 Total Solar Eclipse   
http://www.eclipse2017.org/xavier_redirect.htm  
A total solar eclipse that is visible in the 
United States does not occur very often.  
Now is the time to start planning if you 
wish to see it.  Remember all plans are 
weather permitting.  There are several 
websites that give information for your 
planning.  It will not be visible in 
Michigan, so you do need to travel to see 
it. 
This site has an interactive map that shows 
the path.  The site also contains 
information about what is an eclipse, how 
to prepare for it, graphics and maps, and links to all the communities that are in the 
path of total eclipse. (Picture link: 
 http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/SEgoogle2001/SE2017Aug21Tgoogle.html) 
 
NSTA Website Summer Survey 
Please take a moment to let us know how easy or difficult it is to find things on our 
core website (www.nsta.org ) and how easy or difficult it is to use our search function: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PQY5WH5 
 
NSTA Science Matters 
http://www.nsta.org/sciencematters/ 
 
Pencil and Popsicle Sticks Catapult! 
STEM activities for kids. 
http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/pencil-catapult-school-stem-activity/ 
http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/popsicle-stick-catapult-kids-stem-activity/ 
 
One-year Mars Simulation 
Simulation to help researchers understand how the isolation of a deep space mission 
would impact humans. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=63&v=mFQ7jy4dJP4 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:  At the time this newsletter was assembled, 
these sites were active. 
 
Marilyn Rands is an emeritus associate professor of 

physics at Lawrence Technological University and a former (very-long-term) MDSTA board 
member.  Contact Marilyn at: mrands@ltu.edu  

WANTED: 
Articles for 
Upcoming 

MDSTA 
Newsletters 

The Metropolitan Detroit 
Science Teachers 

Association wants to 
publish your articles in an 

upcoming issue of the 
newsletter.  We are 

interested in articles on 
various science and 

education topics that are 
appropriate for the Pre-K-

12 classroom.  Your 
favorite lessons, updates 

to websites for teachers or 
interactive lessons, 

conference participation 
and cool ideas for reading 
are just the beginning.  Let 

us know of upcoming 
events and we will share 

with the community! 

 

Send articles to 
Valentina Tobos at 

vtobos@ltu.edu  
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Colorado Plateau, Utah 

Truckee River Outlet, NV 

Sea Turtles Farm in Grand Cayman - 
Cassandra Cayce 

Black Limestone Formation (due to 
filamentous algae), in Hell, Jamaica - 
Cassandra Cayce 

Below: September 28, 2016 meeting of the Detroit Metro-
politan Area Physics Teachers (http://www.dmapt.org/), 
held at Lawrence Tech University and titled “Physics on 
the Cheap” - sharing demos and lab activities on a low 
budget 
Top right: Vance J. Nannini (Divine Child HS), DMAPT 
President welcoming participants; Top Left: Don Pata 
presentation on Implementation of NGSS; Bottom Left: 
Dollar Store Activities; Bottom Right: JellOptics  (optical 
instruments-lenses-made of Jell-O) 



11 

 

Fall 2016 
 

The Science Scoop 

In Other News 
 
Do You Want More NASA Science? 
Visit http://science.nasa.gov/ 
Don't miss out on upcoming NASA education opportunities. 
For a full list of events, opportunities and more, visit the Educators and Students 
Current Opportunity pages on NASA's website: 
-- Educators http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/current-opps-index.html 
-- Students http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/current-opps-index.html 
 
Are you looking for NASA educational materials to support your STEM 
curriculum?  Search hundreds of resources by subject, grade level, type and 
keyword at http://www.nasa.gov/education/resources/. 
Find NASA science resources for your classroom. NASA Wavelength is a digital 
collection of Earth and space science resources for educators of all levels -- from 
elementary to college, to out-of-school programs. http://nasawavelength.org/ 
Visit NASA Education on the web: 
NASA Office of Education: http://www.nasa.gov/education 
For Educators: http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/index.html 
For Students: http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/index.html 
NASA Kids’ Club: http://www.nasa.gov/kidsclub 
 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland, recently released the second issue of its new online news 
magazine for teens and educators called “NASA Next.” 
“NASA Next” breaks down complex science and brings its audience the latest news on Goddard science, including studies 
of Earth, the sun, our solar system and the universe. “NASA Next” is interactive with clickable links to other NASA web 
pages, so readers can learn more about the missions and technologies they come across. 
The magazine includes articles, fun facts, activities and a For Educators page filled with lesson plans to help incorporate 
“NASA Next” into the classroom. Educators and scientists review all lesson plans to ensure that the content is accurate and 
useful in an educational setting and that it meets national and state standards of learning. 
For more information and to download the latest issue, visit 
http://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2016/nasa-announces-new-issue-of-nasa-next-online-news-for-teens-educators.  
 
If you have questions about “NASA Next,” please email your inquiries to Sarah Schlieder at sarah.schlieder@nasa.gov. 
 

Fundamentals of Inquiry 
March 6–9, 2017.  Professional developers, join us for a four-day workshop presented by the Exploratorium's Institute for 
Inquiry®. Explore ways to support classroom teachers as they move toward an inquiry-based approach in which students 
take more responsibility for their learning. 
Participants will: 
Practice inquiry as it relates to the three dimensions of science learning—disciplinary core ideas, cross-cutting concepts, 
and science practices—that are core to the Next Generation Science Standards. 
Carry out a series of activities that identify the science practices needed to conduct an inquiry, such as asking questions, 
planning and carrying out investigations, analyzing and interpreting data, and arguing from evidence. 
Examine techniques of effective professional-development design, such as how to sequence activities, match activities to 
learning goals, and facilitate discussions to advance teachers' thinking practices. 
Come with your colleagues. 
It's easier to apply what you've learned to your own program, and to teach it more effectively, if you can work with a 
teammate who's also experienced the workshop. Receive a $100 discount per registration for teams of two or more. 

 

Read a bounty of 
science news and watch 
video clips at: 

http://science.nasa.gov/  
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Early bird deadline ($100 discount per registration) is Friday, October 28, 2016. 
Applications are due by Friday, January 27, 2017. 

 
Who is hiring Physics Bachelor’s? 
https://www.aip.org/statistics/whos-hiring-physics-bachelors 
 

IPhO 
The 47th International Physics Olympiad was hosted by Switzerland and Lichtenstein from July 11 to 17, 2016 in Zurich.  
Find problems and results at: 
http://www.ipho2016.org/ipho2016/ 

 
International Young Physicists’ Tournament  
Also known as the “Physics World Cup”, the tournament is a team-oriented scientific competition among teams of 
secondary school students.  For more information contact Chrisy Du at xiyudu@umich.edu and: 
http://www.iypt.org/Home 

 
How Boeing Builds a Plane in Nine Days 
http://biggeekdad.com/2016/09/boeing-builds-plane-nine-days/ 
 

SOS 
Greetings from OQ, 
This is it!  We’re excited to announce the newest OQ mission, “Stem on Station” (SOS) and we’d like you to consider getting your 
students involved.  This new mission is based on NASA sponsored stem cell research being conducted in space and the Principle 
Investigators would like students to participate.  
Students will learn about how stem cells may be used in helping astronauts mitigate the effects of extended stays in space and also 
advance the study of heart disease and the development of drugs and cell replacement therapy here on Earth.  They will then apply their 
acquired knowledge to access and analyze video of living heart cells in microgravity downlinked from the International Space Station. 
Designed for high school and middle school students this mission gives you a great opportunity to enhance your STEM curriculum 
and support actual NASA research.  If you are interested in involving your students in “Stem on Station” sometime this school year 
please let me know as we have limited number of spaces available.  
 
You can sign up for SOS and all of the other missions at www.orionsquest.org or contact me with questions you may have. 
All missions engage students in dynamic authentic space-based NASA research conducted onboard the International Space Station. 
·       Managing Microbes in Space   Study of Salmonella bacteria and C. elegans worms 
·       Plant Growth in Space             Study of Brassica rapa (Wisconsin Fast Plants)   
·       Silicate Gardens in Space        Study of Crystal Formation 
·       Spiders in Space                      Study of Golden Orb Weaving Spiders 
·       Butterflies in Space                 Study of Painted Lady and Monarch butterflies 
·       Fruit Flies in Space                 Study of the Fruit Fly Drosophila melanogaster 
 
I hope you’ll consider giving students this unique science experience and thanks for all you are doing for the next generation of explorers. 
Thomas Drummond 
drummond@orionsquest.org 
(734) 546-0556 
www.orionsquest.org 
 

South Pole Adventure 
Born and raised in Michigan, Kate Miller now teaches physics in Washington, DC area and now she prepares for a trip to the North 
Pole.  She invites your students to …. “come along”. 
https://www.polartrec.com/expeditions/ice-cube-neutrino-observatory-2016 
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Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest of Peru 
The July 1-11, 2017 Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest of Peru is a cross-curricular professional development 
workshop for K-12 formal and informal educators to learn and use:   
·         21st Century Instruction:  5E Lesson Design ~ Inquiry-Based Exploration ~ STEM  
·         Inquiry Protocols & Resources:  Project Learning Tree ~ Cornell Lab of Ornithology ~ & More! 
·         Global and Cultural Perspectives:  Service Learning ~ Sustainability ~ Global Education 
Join Al Stenstrup, Project Learning Tree; Dr. Nancy Trautmann, Cornell Lab of Ornithology;  Dr. David Pearson, Wildlife 
Travellers’ Guide to Peru; along with scientists Dr. Steve Madigosky, Widener University; and Randy Morgan, 
Curator/Entomologist, Cincinnati Zoo as you:    
  
Participate in citizen science projects and inquiry based field studies on a 1/4-mile Rainforest Canopy Walkway in one of 
the most biologically diverse environments on the planet. 
Spend a day in an Amazon village as you explore the complexities of sustainability and the role of education in creating a 
sustainable future for Amazon children. 
Work with fellow educators to explore strategies for using the Amazon as a vehicle for incorporating STEM education, 
inquiry-based learning, and sustainability science education into your classroom. 
PLT Certification, BirdSleuth resources and 50 Arizona State University PD Hours included. Academic Credit and Machu 
Picchu Extension optional.  $1000 scholarship deadline February 1, 2017.  With a scholarship, Academy Program fees are 
$1375 + air.  Space is limited to 30 educators - Register early to secure your spot!  
  
Get the details and download a syllabus and scholarship application at: 
 http://www.amazonworkshops.com/educator-academy.html 
Contact christa@amazonworkshops.com or 1-800-431-2624 for more information. 

 
Upcoming Humane Education Workshops at the Detroit Zoo  
Saturday, November 12, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Enhancing Science and Literacy through Humane Education, jointly presented by the Detroit Zoological Society, 
H.E.A.R.T. (Humane Education Advocates Reaching Teachers) and the Humane Society of Huron Valley 
Gain new strategies for engaging students in learning by infusing your science and literacy curriculum with humane 
education. We will demonstrate ways to incorporate real-world connections related to issues facing our local and global 
community through age-appropriate activities. Walk away with lessons that can immediately be implemented in your 
classroom. 
  
Saturday, December 3, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Preparing Compassionate and Critical Thinkers for a Global Society, facilitated by Dr. Stephanie Itle-Clark, Director of 
Learning at The Humane Society of the United States 
To thrive in a global society, one must be able to communicate and collaborate with others, think critically and use creativity 
to solve the problems around them.  Yet, true critical-thinking and problem-solving skills require individuals to engage with 
others and develop an empathetic mindset that allows them to visualize situations from multiple perspectives. Discover how 
to engage the domains of learning and create perspective building in your practice. 
  
Supported by the Berman Academy for Humane Education, these workshops are recommended for K-12 educators and pre-
service teachers. SCECHs will be available. The registration fee is $20 each and includes lunch. To learn more and to 
register, please visit www.detroitzoo.org/education/professional-development/. 
  

Classroom Cash Grants 
Michigan Schools and Government Credit Union (MSGCU) created Classroom Cash Grant to fund projects enriching 
students’ learning experiences.  More than 100 educators applied this year and you can help choose the projects that will be 
funded by voting at classroomcash.org through October 28.  Top grants are $750.00  
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Other Important LINKS 
Science Associations 
MDSTA Home page: www.mdsta.org  
MSTA (State organization): www.msta-mich.org  
DACTM (Mathematics): www.dactm.org 
AAPT Committees lists: www.aapt.org/Resources/lists.cfm  
MI – AAPT (physics): web.miaapt.org 
NABT (biology): www.nabt.org 
AACT (chemistry): www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education.html   

Upcoming Meetings 
ACS 

April, 2-6 2017 National Conference, San Francisco, CA  
Please visit: http://www.acs.org  

AAPT 
February 18-21, 2017, Atlanta, GA   

Please visit: http://www.aapt.org/Conferences/meetings.cfm 
MI-AAPT 

2017, TBD, MI 
http://web.miaapt.org/home 

DMAPT 
Thu, October 27 (Lawrence Tech room S211) 

Thu, December 8, 2016, Wayne State   
First DMAPT Conference February 2017 

Contact: rsvp@dmapt.org 
NABT 

NABT 2016 Professional Development Conference, November 3-6, 
2016, Denver Sheraton-Downtown, Denver, CO 

Please visit: 
http://nabt.org/websites/institution/index.php?p=10 

MSTA 
March 24-25, 2017: MSTA 64 Annual Conference Novi, MI.  

Please visit:  
http://msta-mich.org   

NSTA 
March 30-April 2, 2017, Los Angeles, CA.   

Please visit: 
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/ 

MDSTA (w/ DACTM) 
November 5, 2016, Cousino High School, Warren, MI    

Please visit:  
http://www.mdsta.org 

MACUL 
March 15-17, 2017, Cobo Center, Detroit, MI    

Please visit:  
http://www.mdsta.org 

MAEOE 
 Please visit:  

https://maeoe.wildapricot.org/event-2269909 
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Fall 2016 
 

The Science Scoop 

2016 MDSTA Board of Directors 

 

LaVetta Appleby – Director 
Connie Atkisson – Director 
Erica Ballard – MSTA liaison  
David Bydlowski – Web Administrator 
Pamela Bentley Callaway - Executive Director 
Cassandra Cayce – President 
Connie Eisenhart – Treasurer 
 
 

 
 

Kimberly Finley – Director 
Margaret Griffin – President-elect 
Tooba Mansoor - Secretary 
Debby Peters – Membership Registrar       
Valentina Tobos – Newsletter Editor              
Kelvin Wise - Director 

 
 
 

 
2016 - 2017 Scheduled Meetings of the MDSTA Board  

  

You are welcome to attend all MDSTA Board Meetings. Most meetings are held at Lawrence 
Technological University, 21000 West 10 Mile Road, Southfield, MI, 48075 (map). Meetings 
take place the second Tuesday of the month.  

November 5 – Joint Conference 
January 10, 2017 
February 14, 2017 
March 14, 2017 
April 11, 2017 

May 9, 2017 - Annual Membership Meeting 
 

 
Come Join the MDSTA Board of Directors Team! 
 
Are you interested in joining a team of dynamic education professionals from the metropolitan area? Become more involved 
by considering being on the board of directors of the MDSTA.  We are looking for all levels of teacher education, from pre-
K to higher education, both pre- and in-service, retired teachers and administrators.  All professionals from the tri-county 
public, charter, or private schools may participate.  Home school educators are very welcome too. 
Submit your name and contact information to: 

Pamela Callaway, executive director  
mdsta.exhibits@gmail.com 
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Fall 2016 
 

The Science Scoop 

Liaisons NEEDED: we are looking for individuals that can play a liaison role between 

MDSTA and other local and regional teacher organizations such as: ACS, DACTM, MABT, MACUL, Michigan 
Science Center, MSELA, MESTA, AAPT, and others.  Contact mdsta.exhibits@gmail.com if interested.
 
Newsletter 
Consider sending articles, teaching materials, photos, student work and other science and general education 
information to be included in the MDSTA newsletter.  The letter is e-published during the months of February, 
June and October.  Any news should be sent to Valentina Tobos, MDSTA board member, newsletter editor.  An 
archive of recent newsletter can be found on our main web page at: www.mdsta.org, under the tab named NEWS.  
Please send all materials to vtobos@ltu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MAILING ADDRESS 

Metropolitan Detroit Science Teachers Association 
MDSTA -- P.O. Box 111 

Southfield, MI 48037 

 

For newsletter news email us at: vtobos@ltu.edu  



 

 
 Macomb Intermediate School District 
 44001 Garfield Road  Clinton Township, MI  48038-1100  586/228-3300  www.misd.net 
 

Macomb Center for State Continuing Education Clock Hours   

MDSTA/DACTM Fall Conference 
November 5th, 2016 

 
IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:  For participants to earn State Continuing Education Clock Hours (SCECHs), they must 

attend the entire program as required by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE).  This means attending all sessions according 
to the approved schedule including arriving on time and remaining for the duration of each session.  The MDE and the Macomb ISD 
review all programs and monitor attendance.  Program planners determine the method for documenting attendance.  It’s the 
responsibility of each participant that their attendance has been documented.  Make-up sessions are not eligible.  Failure to 
comply with program requirements, including attendance, will result in disallowance of SCECHs.  This form must be completed in full 
by the participant and returned to the program monitor at the conclusion of the event or it will be returned to the applicant and 
SCECHs will be forfeited. 

 Write in the TOPIC and PASSCODE – this must be filled out correctly to receive the SCECH credit. Complete 
this passport and submit with $10 check payable to MISD, as you leave the conference, after the last 
attended session.  Any passports received after that date will be disallowed. 

 You must complete 5 hours of training to be eligible.  The total number of hours will be rounded down. 

 SCECHs will be uploaded within 3 to 4 weeks after the end date to the Secure Central Registry 
(www.michigan.gov/moecs).   

 
THIS MUST BE FILLED OUT COMPLETELY and LEGIBLY OR SCECHs WILL NOT BE GRANTED 

 
 
 
Name (please print)  ______________________________________  PIC (mandatory) _____________________  
 
 
Home address/City/Zip  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
School/District  ____________________________ Email Address  ___________________________________  
 
 

By signing below, I verify that I have read this application and fulfilled the attendance requirements to be eligible to receive the SCECHs. 
 
 
 
Signature   
 

 
 

***  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MISD  *** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All SCECH are awarded via the Michigan Online Educator Certification System (MOECS).  Eligible participants will receive an email after program upload requesting that they log in to 
their MOECS account or create an account.  The email will contain the web address link and participants follow the instructions to complete a required common evaluation of the 
offering.  After evaluation completion, SCECHs will be awarded and listed on an Unofficial Transcript.  You can check your account for the evaluation link at www.michigan.gov/moecs. 

100% attendance must be verified before SCECH Approval is granted.  Please be patient as this may take a week or two to verify attendance and upload the SCECHs before you can 
complete your evaluation. 

If you are experiencing difficulty navigating MOECS, contact them at 517/373-3310 or moecssupport@michigan.gov.  If you have questions regarding SCECHs, contact Deborah 
Forton, SCECH Coordinator at dforton@misd.net. 

MDSTA/DACTM Fall Conference 



 

 
 Macomb Intermediate School District 
 44001 Garfield Road  Clinton Township, MI  48038-1100  586/228-3300  www.misd.net 
 

Macomb Center for State Continuing Education Clock Hours   

November 5th, 2016 
 

Write in the TOPIC and PASSCODE – this must be filled out correctly to receive the SCECH credit.  Any 
passports received after that date will be disallowed. 

 
 

Name (please print)  ______________________________________  PIC (mandatory) _____________________  

*Pass Code – Ask speaker for the Pass Code at the end of each session 

 
TIME 

 
*PASS 
CODE 

Topic 

Sessions: 8:00-9:00 
(1 Hour) 

Workshops: 8:00-9:20 
(1 Hour 20 Min.) 

 
 

Sessions: 9:30-10:30 
(1 Hour) 

Workshops: 9:30-10:50 
(1 Hour 20 Min.) 

 
 

Sessions: 11:00-12:00 
(1 Hour) 

Workshops: 11:00-12:20 
(1 Hour 20 Min.) 

 
 

Sessions: 1:00-2:00 
(1 Hour) 

Workshops: 1:00-2:20 
(1 Hour 20 Min.) 

 
 

 
Sessions: 2:30-3:30 

(1 Hour) 
 

 
 

 
TOTAL HOURS 

 
 

 
Fee Paid   Cash___   Check # _________ Charge ________ 

 
 
 
 
 

This portion must be returned with the Verification of Attendance of attendance and payment. 
 
 

This portion must be returned to the applicant for their records 
 

 

The amount of $10.00 was received for the SCECH workshop   MDSTA/DACTM Fall Conference          Date: November 5, 2016 

All SCECH are awarded via the Michigan Online Educator Certification System (MOECS).  Eligible participants will receive an email after program upload requesting that they log in to 
their MOECS account or create an account.  The email will contain the web address link and participants follow the instructions to complete a required common evaluation of the 
offering.  After evaluation completion, SCECHs will be awarded and listed on an Unofficial Transcript.  You can check your account for the evaluation link at www.michigan.gov/moecs. 

100% attendance must be verified before SCECH Approval is granted.  Please be patient as this may take a week or two to verify attendance and upload the SCECHs before you can 
complete your evaluation. 

If you are experiencing difficulty navigating MOECS, contact them at 517/373-3310 or moecssupport@michigan.gov.  If you have questions regarding SCECHs, contact Deborah 
Forton, SCECH Coordinator at dforton@misd.net. 

-  - - - - - - - -DETACH HERE - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -DETACH HERE - - --  - -  - - - - -DETACH HERE - - - - - - -  - 


